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SUBJECT: NATIONALIST INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS DISRUPTED BY 
VIOLENCE 

REF: VALLETTA 0639, 0660 

1. AS HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY FOR THE PAST FOUR YEARS, THE OPPOSITION 
NATIONALIST PARTY HELD A PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION IN VALLETTA ON 
SEPTEMBER 21 TO MARK THE ELEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF MALTESE 
INDEPNDENCE FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. SINCE PRIME MINISTER 
MINTOFF AND THE LABOR PARTY CAME TO POWER IN 1971, THIS DATE 

HAS NOT BEEN RECOGNIZED AS AN OFFICIAL HOLIDAY BY HIS GOVERNMENT, 
AND THE ANNUAL NATIONALIST OBSERVANCE HAS BECOME A STRONGLY- 
DIVISIVE POLITCAL ISSUE BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES, LEADING TO 
CONSIDERABLE DISCORD AND VIOLENCE. THIS YEAR WAS NO EXCEPTION 
TO THE PATTERN. 
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2. BECAUSE OF THE PAST HISTORY OF CLASHES ON SEPTEMBER 21, 
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NATIONALIST LEADERS SOUGHT, AND OBTAINED, WHAT APPEARED TO BE 
ADEQUATE ADVBJNDBRANCES FROM THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 
THAT SUFFICIENT MEASURES WOULD BE TAKEN TO PREVENT ANY 
VIOLENCE THIS YEAR. FURTHERMORE, IT WAS GENERALLY UNDER- 
STOOD THAT THE WORD HAD BEEN PASSED BY LABOR LEADERS TO 
THEIR SUPPORTERS TO AVOID INCITING TROUBLE. THIS SUPPOSED 
UNDERSTANDING WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENT REACHED 
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